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simple and quiet way Jesus went about his task that he had in view a long future. His methods were not revolutionary or hotly zealous. His vocation was that of the teacher, and his trust in the power of the truth.
As Jesus was going along the Sea of Galilee he saw some of his earlier acquaintances plying their trade as fishermen. He said to Simon and Andrew, "Come ye after me and I will make you fishers of men." Apparently without the slightest hesitation they left their work and followed him. He addressed the same invitation to two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They likewise left their work in such haste as to give the impression that some inconvenience to their father arose from it. This call was an invitation to personal attendance upon Jesus as traveling companions and listeners. The call involved no other condition or requirement than the purely secular circumstances of the case imposed-the undergoing of whatever inconvenience or discomfort or sacrifice would be necessary in leaving their homes and businesses to accompany Jesus in his itinerary ministry. No conditions as to their religious convictions, duration of companionship, or final attitude toward him and his cause were laid upon them. No inquiry as to their moral character seems to have been made, though Jesus might have satisfied himself on this and all other questions through former acquaintance. He needed them and they gladly responded to the invitation to go with him. That Jesus had ultimate purposes of which they had no knowledge, there can be no doubt. That companionship with Jesus had an increasing meaning and religious value we cannot doubt. But relationship between teacher and pupil began where it always does in the message of the teacher burning for expression, met by an earnest inquiry in the mind of the pupil. Into what the relationship would finally grow and what it would mean for them they had neither hint nor assurance. It all began so simply, so informally, and so naturally. Jesus was willing to take them as they were and they were willing to make the sacrifice necessary to be with him. Their readiness to go after him and the cost which continuous association with him involved, imply a certain confidence in and expectation concerning him on their part. It was ample assurance to Jesus that they were in earnest and were qualified for discipleship. They had had some preparation for the acceptance of the invitation of Jesus in their contact with John the Baptist. They were members of that earnest, repentant, and spiritually minded community of Israelites, gathered together by John, who were distinguished by a feeling of the nearness of the Messiah's advent and the necessity for a personal, moral preparation for his coming.
I. THE FIRST FORM OF CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION WAS PERSONAL
COMPANIONSHIP WITH JESUS i. The first condition of personal companionship with Jesus was a readiness to make personal sacrifice to be with him.
To go after Jesus, to accept his call, meant first of all, to James and John, Peter and Andrew, the leaving of their business for a longer or shorter time, and the temporary severing of home ties, whatever they might be. There is no intimation that the first disciples called to follow Jesus regarded it as a call to a permanent career or mission. It is scarcely possible to suppose that they saw in the phrase, "I will make you fishers of men," anything more than an enigmatic pleasantry, except by reading back into it the import of subsequent events. The phrase doubtless bore a missionary import in the mind of Jesus; but to say that the disciples understood at the time that it was a call to be the founders and messengers of a new dispensation of eternal truth is to credit them with profounder insight than is warranted by the mistakes and weakness revealed in their subsequent training. Just how great the sacrifice was for the disciples who accepted the call depended upon the extent of their business obligations and the number and closeness of their domestic ties.
The sacrificial nature of discipleship appears in much of the teaching of Jesus, and in many incidents of his journeyings. To one who conceived an ill-advised attachment to him and said, "I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest," Repentance was the beginning of moral transformation. The man who was satisfied with his character, his motives, and his conduct, would take offense at correction. The ability to stand correction at the hands of Jesus and the disciples, in the spirit of meekness and love, was a test to which a disciple must submit sooner or later, if he would continue a disciple. Correction was a necessary part of the Master's training. Jesus rebuked Peter for his iailure to discern that the giving of self was the law of the righteous life, and the allotted I)ortion of his own life. John was corrected for manifesting a spirit of jealousy and unbrotherly exclusiveness. Through John the rebuke fell upon all the disciples who had had any part in proscribing the beneficent activity of an outsider whom they found casting out devils. James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were corrected on two occasions --once for vindictive zeal on behalf of the Master whom they believed to have been affronted by the Samaritans, and again for selfish ambi- With Pentecost the terms of membership in the messianic community are fairly well defined, and in the New Testament church are never added to. It is sometimes said that Pentecost was the birthday of the church. A church was born in the sense that a group of persons became fully conscious of their separation from the world-society around them, and could definitely name the marks of distinction in terms of entrance to their fellowship. Those marks were repentance and messianic baptism.
